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DETACHED, 
KOJIRO!! 





WAIT! 
HOW CAN 


YOU DO 
THIS...? 


WITH THAT 
LOOK IN YOUR 
EYES?/ 
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MY 
JUNIOR-- 
A FELLOW 
DISCIPLE!! 


ee a 








TO LEAVE 
BEHIND. 






































THOSE 
WHO ARE 
NUMB AGAINST 
FEAR ARE 
THE FIRST 


| ~=UNDERSTAND, 
FIGHT!! 
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Brothers 





= HEYABE! 


DFELUOM 
= DISCIPLES, | 

















IS MY 
BROTHER 
DURING 
THIS 
CRISIS?! 


WHY 
DID you 
BEQUEATH 
THE 
SCHOOL 
TO HIM? 
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YOSHIOKA 
HAS NO 
FUTURE, 





By 
HURTING 
HIMSELF 

HE'S FINALLY 
FREED 
HIMSE! 


THE SEIJORO 
uae Aaa 
IN! ° 
ISTINCT. 


NOT. 


TO 
ROUSE THAT 
INSTINCT 
FROM DEEP 
WITHIN. 


No 
= MATTER HOW 
TOUGH HE 
ACTS, DEN 
JUST CANT 
HURT 


STABBED 
HIMSELF... 

































































IT 
BECAUSE 
YOU ONLY 
TRAIN WITH 











NEVER END, a 


KOJIRO!! is 
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WHY 
ARE YOU 
SMILING? [\ 


eet YOU LIKE 
| FIGHTING, 
DO YoU?! 








you 
SMILE 
BECAUSE... | 





YOU'RE 
A BRAVE 
MAN, 
KOJIRO!! 











TM 
STILL 
LACKING 


IN 
EXPERIENCE 
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YOU'LL 
BE MY 
FIRST 
KILL/! 























ONE 
CAN NEVER 


ESTIMATE 
THE POWER fi 





HE'S 


FIRMLY 
ROOTED IN 
THE EARTH 
WITH THE 
POTENTIAL 
TO TOWER 










































































I SAID YOU 

COULD STAY 

THE NIGHT, 

BUT I DIDNT 

EXPECT YOU 
» TO RETURN 
B\ LIKE THI: 











PROMISED 

TO MEET ff 
EACH OTHER [4 
NU AGAN. § /© 



















DEN 
SPOKE AS 
IF HED HAD 


PLEASE, 
MASTER 


PLEASE 
WATCH 
: OVER 
DENSHICHIRO 





































































WHAT 
ARE YOU 
TALKING 















PLEASE 
LOOK 
AFTER 
KOJIRO...// 





KOJIRO 
DECIDED 
FOR HIMSELF 
TO LEAVE 





EQUAL 
TO THIS 
SWORD. 


7 THE *& 
SWORD 

| THAT HE 

~\ CHERIS! 














YOUNG MAN 
MANAGED 


To 
‘SURVIVE... 











-HE WAS 
HAVING A 
DISCUSSION 
WITH 


ABOUT 
HOW THEY 
4 LOVED THE 


=| WANTED TO 


BECOME 





AS \ 
THEY WERE \ an 
TRYING TO | A 1S THAT 
KILL EACH ' 


WHAT 
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PS gee 


FY LIFE 


DEDICATED 
TO’ THE 
SWORD- 











I PROMISE 
TO DELIVER 
| THIS TO KOJIRO F= 
NO MATTER 
HOW MANY 
YEARS IT 
TAKES. 











CERTIFICATE OF 
SWORDSMANSHIP 





SASAKI 
KOJIRO!! 
YOU'LL 
MAKE A 
NAME FOR 
YOURSELF! 
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WHAT'S 
THIS?! 























) SURNAME, 
SASAKI! 
FIRST 

V\\ NAME, & 

| KOJIRO!! , 
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ECHIZEN™!! . : 

















/ BUT YOULL 

/ HAVE NO a Za 
/ SHORTAGE OF << AS SILENT 
CHALLENGERS hgh “| ASA 


| WHILE YOURE ROCK. 
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ONE MARTIAL 
ARTIST 


UNDER THE 
} HEAVENS//" 





/— MEET 
“INVINCIBLE 
SWORDSMAN 
UNDER THE 


HEAVENS 





About the Author 


VAGABOND was created by Takehiko Inove, author 
of the best-seling manga SLAM DUNK, with over 
100 million copies in print worldwide. Inoue 
received the 2000 Media Arts award for Manga 
{rom the Japanese Ministry of Culture as well as 
the 2000 Kodansha Award for best manga for his 
work on VAGABOND. In 2002, VAGABOND received 
the prestigious Tezuka award for best manga. Most 
recently, Inove has been nominated for a 2004 
Eisner Award for best writer/artist. To date 
VAGABOND has sold over 22 milion copies through- 
‘out the world. In addition to his numerous manga 
tiles, Inoue also created the character designs for 
the PlayStation basketball game, OME ON ONE. 


About VAGABOND and 


Miyamoto Musashi 


Takehiko Inove's VAGABOND, based on Eiji 
Yoshikawa's novel MUSASH, isa fictional account 
of the life of Miyamoto Musashi (1584-1645). The 
historical figure Miyamoto Musashi, author ofthe 
philosophical strategy guide A BOOK OF FIVE 
RINGS, was & master of the sword and was revered 
as a “sword-saint” He founded the Niten Ichi style 
of sword fighting, which is typified by fighting with 
booth long and short swords at once-holding the 
Jong sword with the right hand and the short sword 
with the left. Musashi was also a master of the 
“gentler arts"—he was a master of sume (black ink 
drawings), metalworking, and woodcarving. The 
films that comprise THE SAMURA/ TRILOGY directed 
by Hiroshi Inagaki and starring Toshiro Mifune, 
‘were also based on Yoshikawa's MUSASH! Inspired 
by the huge success of VAGABOND in Japan, in 
2003 NHK produced the historical period drama 
‘MUSASHL Also based on Yoshikawa's novel, tis 
drama stars kabuki actor Shinnosuke Ichikawa as 
Musashi and TV star Ryoko Yonekura as Otsu 





A note on names: 


‘The names presented within the context of this 
‘comic are presented in the traditional Japanese 
order—surname followed by first name. “Miyamoto” 
is Miyamoto Musashi's last name and “Musashi is 
his first name, The name of the creator of 
VAGABOND, however, has been presented first 
‘name first, last name second. “Takehiko" is the 
author's first name and “Inoue is his last name. 








Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


Kaga 
Located in present day Ishikawa Prefecture. 


Echizen 
Located in the northern part of present day Fukui Prefecture. 





Founder of the Ittoxyu school of sword fighting. Before establishing 
his own style, Ittosai is said to have studied a variant of the Chujo- 
ryu style of sword fighting under Kanemaki Jisa's instruction. 


Sasaki Kojiro 

The legendary archrival of Miyamoto Musashi. Kojiro is believed to 
have studied the Chujo-ryu style of swordsmanship under the instruc- 
tion of either Toda Seigen or Kanemaki Jisai. Kojiro was renowned 
for his Titame-gaeshi, or “swallow-cut" technique which was inspired 
by the movement of a swallow in flight. 


The Sengoku Period and the Battle of Sekigahara 

The Warring States or Sengoku period (1482-1558) in Japan was a 
time of chaos and conflict. Central authoriti the form of the 
imperial court and the shogunate, had grown increasingly weaker and 
the land was effectively ruled autonomously by numerous daimyo 
(domainal lords). Looking to expand their spheres of control, the 
daimyo were constantly at war with each other. One daimyo in partic- 
ular, Oda Nobunaga, set out on a mission to unify Japan by means of 
conquest. Incredibly successful, by the time of his assassination in 
1582, he managed to control approximately one-third of all of Japan. 
One of Nobunaga's chief generals, Toyotomi Hideyoshi, became 
Nobunaga's successor to carry on the quest for unification, Through a 
process of conquest and conciliation, Hideyoshi succeeded in creating 
an orderly federation amongst the daimyo, and by 1890, order was 
restored to Japan under Hideyoshi’ rule. Hideyoshi's death in 1598, 
however, presented the question of succession. Most of the daimyo 
from the domains in the west remained loyal to the Toyotomi Clan 





and its five-year-old heir, Toyotomi Hideyori. Tokugawa leyasu, how- 
ever, leading the major daimyo from central and eastern Japan, chal 
lenged the Toyotomi clan's leadership. The two sides clashed at the 
Battle of Sekigahara (1600) in Mino (located in present day Gifu 
Prefecture) where the Tokugawa claimed an overwhelming victory. 
From that point on, the Tokugawa clan would effectively rule Japan 
for the next 250 years. 


Takuan Soho (1573-1645) 

A monk of the Rinzai sect of Zen Buddhism, by the time Takuan was 
37, he was appointed abbot of the leading temple of the Rinzai sect, 
Daitokuj. Takuan was an important figure whose acute and brutally 
honest advice was sought by influential and powerful figures such as 
Emperor Go Mizuno and the shogun Tokugawa lemitsu. His correspon- 
dence to Yagyu Munenori discussing Zen and swordsmanship entitled 
THE UNFETTERED MIND has become an influential treatise in both 
the areas of philosophy and martial arts. The pickled daikon radish, 
takuan, also bears his name. 


The Yagyu Clan 

Yagyu Muneyoshi Sekishusai (1527-1606) was the founder 

of the famed Yagyu-Shinkage school of sword fighting. His son Yagyu 
Munenori (1571-1646) was one of Tokugawa's key generals at the 
Battle of Sekigahara. Munenori was appointed as the offical fencing 
instructor of the Tokugawa Clan, and in 1632 the Yagyu were 
appointed as the ometsuke—responsible for the surveillance of the 
daimyo. Although the Yagyu clan has been depicted in Kazuo Kaike's 
LONE WOLF AND CUB as the plotters of the downfall of Itto Ogami, 
the general Japanese popular culture take on the Yagyu Clan is more 
positive. More specifically, Munenori's son, Yagyu Jubei (1607-1650), 
is viewed as a wandering hero protecting the people from evildoers. 


Yoshioka Kempo (dates unknown) 

A distinguished warrior during the Sengoku period (1482-1558) and 
the founder of the renowned Yoshioka school of sword fighting. 
Yoshioka Kempo mastered the Kyohachi style of swordmanship and 
‘then modified it to form the Yoshioka style. In the context of Inoue’s 
VAGABOND, as well as in Yoshikawa's MUSASHI, Yoshioka Seijuro 
and Denshichiro are Kempo's sons who are historically thought to 
have dueled with Miyamoto Musashi on numerous occasions. 
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